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Lee Burgess: Welcome back to the Law School Toolbox podcast. Have you heard about our 
new NextGen tool? Today we are talking about why we built RAMP for the way 
your brain actually works. Your Law School Toolbox hosts are Alison Monahan 
and Lee Burgess, that's me. We're here to demystify the law school and early 
legal career experience, so you'll be the best law student and lawyer you can be. 
We're the co-creators of the Law School Toolbox, the Bar Exam Toolbox, and the 
career-related website CareerDicta. Alison also runs The Girl's Guide to Law 
School. If you enjoy the show, please leave a review or rating on your favorite 
listening app. And if you have any questions, don't hesitate to reach out to us. 
You can reach us via the contact form on LawSchoolToolBox.com, and we'd love 
to hear from you. And with that, let's get started. 

 
Alison Monahan: Welcome back to the Law School Toolbox podcast. Today we're going deeper on 

something we introduced in our last episode – our new RAMP tool – and talking 
about the cognitive science behind how it works and why we designed it the 
way we did, including some features we built specially for people who have 
struggled with traditional study methods.  

 
 Alright, Lee. Last episode we introduced our RAMP tool, and for those of you 

who maybe missed that one, it is a study tool that uses scaffolding learning and 
spaced repetition and practice to help you actually learn and memorize and 
apply the rules that you need for the bar exam. We have a free Business 
Associations module. You can check it out, it's at BarExamToolbox.com/ramp. 
Totally free. Yay, we love free. 

 
Lee Burgess:  We love free. 
 
Alison Monahan:  Today we're going to talk a little bit more about why does it work the way that it 

does? What's the science and why did we make what are actually some pretty 
unusual design choices here? Lee, give me the core background here, because 
you really dug into this at some point. 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. So, anyone who's been listening for a long time knows that Alison and I 

love to do research. And when we are presented with some sort of an 
interesting problem or question, we typically read all the books about it. That's 
kind of what we do. Sometimes we read them together, sometimes we hand 
them off. But I got really interested in this idea of learning science and really 
how we learn, and kind of the neuropsych around that. And I think that it's an 
area that I realized that really hadn't been discussed that much. I mean, I was a 
Psych major in college, but no, I didn't take any classes on this in college. I don't 
remember anyone really talking about this. And neuroscience has changed a lot 
in the last 15 to 20 years, with brain imaging. So I think one of the things that 
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was really interesting is that we got into this idea that we now know how we 
learn in a way that we didn't know just not that long ago. And we started 
reading neuroscience when we were studying another pet project, was really 
about attention and technology and what it might be doing to us. And so it all 
kind of started to connect and we're reading about some of the same things. So 
I got really into it and then I started to get all the books, which is what happens. 
And then I started reading the books, and then I started taking screenshots of 
pages and texting them to Alison, basically. 

 
Alison Monahan:  I was like, "Huh, that is interesting." 
 
Lee Burgess:  I know. I was like, "Whoa, check this out." And this was all during the same time 

that we had been talking about what the golly we were going to do to help 
everyone prepare for the NextGen, because it was starting to come up. We had 
been going back and forth about the best way to study for the test, and the 
learning science really injected into us as a team, an idea that we could do 
something different, that maybe this test was an opportunity to mix things up 
and to use some of this science and really focus on the way that we learn, 
especially knowing how many students struggle with attention, or have some 
sort of learning difference. They estimate that maybe up to 25% of the 
population has some form of dyslexia or dysgraphia. I can't even imagine what 
the ADHD numbers are these days, although most people admit that we 
struggle with some sort of attention, due to the world that we live in with 
technology. So, all of a sudden I'm like, "Whoa, we could do this differently, and 
start answering the question of, how do we use learning science to study for this 
test?" And then out of that geeky moment and all of that reading came RAMP. 
And it was really exciting when we started to play with it, because you have a 
background as a computer programmer, and I would say things like, "Do you 
think we could include these fact patterns to give context to learning?" And you 
were like, "Yeah, I think we can." And I'm like, "Do you think we could create 
different levels of scaffolding that could be optional?" And you're like, "Yeah, I 
think we can." It was just this crazy back and forth of realizing that we could 
build something that was totally different, using these techniques that 
educators have been playing with mostly in the childhood context and not 
necessarily in the adulthood context. So that's, I guess, my long-winded answer 
of why I got so excited about this stuff. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah, it's been pretty cool to be like, "Yeah, we could totally do that." And you 

send back a thing like, "Hey, what do you think of this?" And you're like, "Yeah, 
that's good. I like it." Because the core problem here, particularly studying for 
this enormous test and this enormous amount of material, is that your working 
memory is actually tiny. 
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Lee Burgess:  Really small. For everyone. 
 
Alison Monahan:  Tell me more about that. 
 
Lee Burgess:  Everyone. I think that was the thing that really blew my mind is, I'm like, "Oh, 

these are for ADHD students? No, this book isn't about ADHD. This book is 
about everyone." So, working memory, which is the part of your brain that's 
actively processing information right now, right in this moment, can only hold 
four things at once. Four. Four, not five. Four, that's it. Four chunks. Wow. I 
mean, that was definitely something I took a screenshot of and circled and 
texted you, because I was like, "Four." 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah, I'm like, "That's not very much." 
 
Lee Burgess:  Mm-hmm. And a typical bar exam question asks you to juggle the fact pattern, 

identify legal issues, recall the rule, remember the exceptions to the rule, and 
apply it all at once. And I'm no mathematician, but that's more than four things. 
So, what it all comes down to is the fact that this is really about cognitive load 
theory. So, when the load exceeds your working memory, you've got to drop 
something. Your brain literally can't just steal it from somewhere else. It is a 
resource that can run out. And so for most students, what gets dropped is the 
rule, because that would be the thing that they know least well. That can be a 
bummer on a test where the rule can be pretty important. 

 
Alison Monahan:  True. 
 
Lee Burgess:  Bummer. So, the thing is that the fix isn't that you just have to be smarter. It's 

about how you can move the rules from working memory – the thing that can 
only hold four things – into long-term memory, so it is more automatic. So when 
you know the rule cold, recalling it doesn't use up your working memory. It's in 
a different part of your brain. And so, you have capacity left over for the hard 
part, which is the analysis and the application. And I think this idea that our 
brain just works a certain way... I mean, we have neuroplasticity and stuff like 
that where we can get better at things, but there are just some fundamental 
ways that your brain learns. And if you're neurodivergent, it may change the 
way that your brain learns, but you're still constrained by your brain. Brains are 
pretty amazing things, but they still work a certain way. And so, it kind of blew 
my mind when I started to think about this test. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah. I mean, it makes sense intuitively in a way, because you and I both 

remember our childhood phone numbers and pretty much nothing else. There 



 

 

 

 

 
Episode 557: This is How Your Brain Actually Learns (The Brain Science Behind Our RAMP 
Tool) 

 
LawSchoolToolbox.com 

Page 4 of 
13 

 

 

are just some things, probably addresses in most places you've ever lived or 
whatever. And yeah, that's a different thing than having to try to remember; it's 
just there. So, the goal is the more rules you can get into your long-term 
memory, the better. That's what you need to be doing. I know you have a story 
about looking over some stuff in the morning over breakfast, and then it 
showed up on an essay that morning. And something like that maybe is in your 
short-term memory, but not much else is. 

 
Lee Burgess:  No, yeah. And that was just luck. 
 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah, it was lucky. It was lucky that was added to your short-term memory right 

before you needed to recall it. 
 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. And I think there is a bit of confusion about what the NextGen really is, 

because it's described as a skill-based exam, but rule fluency really matters on 
this test. So yeah, we're writing the questions, everyone – let me tell you, you 
still need to know an awful lot of stuff. And the skills require cognitive 
bandwidth. These questions are not easy, they require pondering and analytical 
thought. And so if all your bandwidth is being consumed with trying to 
remember the rule, there's nothing left for the skills. There's nothing left for 
that other cognitive heavy lifting. And the other thing we talked about in our 
last podcast and in other podcasts was this idea that you have these starred 
topics and un-starred topics. And starred topics you have to know the rule 
verbatim, and non-starred topics you just have to understand how to apply a 
rule to facts, but you still need cognitive bandwidth to do all of this stuff. If 
you're given a statute to tell you what the rules for homicide are, because 
homicide is not a starred topic, you still have to use cognitive bandwidth to 
parse out the statute, get the elements, map it to the fact pattern, write out 
your analysis. The more familiar you are with the underlying concept, the faster 
and more accurately you can work with whatever they give you. And you all 
know this because you took open-book exams and it's the same thing. If you go 
into an open-book exam not knowing anything in those outlines, you will not do 
well. 

 
Alison Monahan:  No, that's going to be a problem. Or like for me on the California bar, I got really 

lucky because one of the performance tests was on the topic of my moot court 
brief. That was pretty much stuff that was in my brain. I could be like, "Oh yeah, 
okay, I know this law." I obviously had to still read it and apply what they gave 
me and whatnot, but it made my pathway so much easier. 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. So, one of the ways to kind of help us compensate for this, help us learn, 

is this idea of scaffolding. And anyone who has ADHD or reads about ADHD has 
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heard about scaffolding. We talk about it a lot. Scaffolding is really a concept 
that many of us might be familiar with from educational psychology. Especially if 
you have ADHD, you've probably heard about scaffolding. So the idea is that you 
provide support structures that let someone operate above their current ability 
level, and then gradually remove the support as they get better and more 
confident. We think about how kids learn to ride a bike, right? You first put on 
the training wheels, then maybe you have someone holding onto the seat, and 
then you let go and they learn how to ride. So, we decided that we could learn 
our bar exam stuff in this way, that we could create scaffolding. So we do this in 
the RAMP program with legal rules. We have this tiered model that allows you 
to kind of remove the scaffolding. So Alison, we get excited about the tiers. Why 
don't you tell us about the tiers? 

 
Alison Monahan:  Sure. So, at your first tier, the idea here is you're actually learning the material 

through working with it. So, we don't expect you to come in with knowledge, we 
don't expect you to have sat down and memorized an entire outline for three 
days, we don't expect you to have watched eight hours of video on whatever 
this is. Basically, tier one, your rule card is on your screen. It's expanded while 
you work through your fact pattern. We also have a learning introduction that 
leads kind of reference of what is this rule about, here's an example of how to 
use it, and some hints. So, you're not using up your working memory trying to 
recall the rule. You're allowed to focus entirely on that application piece. And so 
that's really useful if it's a topic you're less familiar with. And then as you work 
through that, as you get more confident, as you get better, as you learn things, 
by the time you get to the second tier, the learning intro disappears. You don't 
need that at this point, you have kind of a general sense of it. But the rule card 
is still there. It's collapsed, you can look at it. So if you need a reminder, if you're 
stuck, we want you to have that rule. We want you to use it, but we also want 
you to start building the recall on your own. So, that's tier two. And at tier three, 
you kind of have to know it. It's cold. You don't have rule cards, you don't have 
your hints, you basically don't have scaffolding. So, if you get to this point and 
you're getting things right, you actually know that you know these rules. And I 
think that kind of metacognition aspect is also really important of like, "What do 
I know? What do I not know?" And if you don't know it, you need help to learn 
it. But by the time you get to the end, hopefully you've learned it. If not, if you 
start missing questions at tier three, we'll take you back through the process 
and you'll go back to tier two, because again, we don't want you just guessing 
on this stuff. We want to help you learn it. So, you'll move up when you 
demonstrate your mastery. And it's not just time. If you're really good at a topic, 
we'll progress you through it really quickly. And then other ones you might be 
less familiar, so you might spend quite a bit of time in this tier one zone of really 
learning the material, but that's the whole point. 
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Lee Burgess:  Yeah. And the tool itself is going to help you manage that. So it's not like you 

decide when you've mastered it. The tool will help determine that, because it's 
tracking how you're doing, it's sharing that information with you. But I think 
that's kind of cool about it. It is taking you on this journey and you're somewhat 
along for the ride, but what you're spending your time doing is trying to learn, 
not to figure out how to do this review. And I think that is, again, a cognitive 
load you don't need. You're not like, "Do I do the flashcards today? Do I read the 
outlines? Do I do the lectures?" No, you just do this. That's it. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Right, yeah. "Do I do open book, closed book?" It's like, we'll tell you that. 
 
Lee Burgess:  Right, exactly. Done. Don't worry about it. So the other big deal is that we 

learned a lot about studying in smaller chunks. This is probably one of the most 
counterintuitive things for bar students. We've been talking about this for years 
and years, but it feels like you should study in these three-hour blocks. And you 
talk about getting in the zone. I mean, back in the day I used to say, "If you can't 
sit for an hour, it's not even worth doing." I mean, I was old school in my 
thinking, I get it. I've matured as a person. But now we have the science that 
says that's just not true. Spaced repetition shows us that four 25-minute 
sessions spread over a week produces better long-term retention than a single 
two-hour block. So this is one of the most replicated findings in all of learning 
science. It is just there, so we know it. And so, your brain consolidates memories 
between these sessions, not just during them. So, when we sleep, when we rest, 
when we take a walk – that's when the magic happens. There's all this stuff that 
happens in your brain once you do this practice and this studying. And so, RAMP 
is designed about that. We are defaulting to 20 to 25-minute sessions. We're 
going to tell you when it's time to take a breather because you've done your 
heavy lifting for that session. That doesn't mean that your study day is over. It's 
not like you can be like 20 minutes and peace out. But it does mean that you get 
to take a break and that you may change your tasks and do something else. But 
that spaced repetition really works over time, and it's like you're chipping away 
at it and using brain science to actually learn. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah. I'll be honest, I was surprised how much I almost involuntarily learned by 

just testing questions over and over. I would come back the next day and be 
like, "Oh, I totally know this answer, I absolutely know this rule." And I didn't 
even try to learn this. I don't even want to know. I don't even want this 
information in my head. But it did work. 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. The other piece of this is we are really thinking about how any sort of 

brain, whether it is neurotypical, neurodivergent – whatever "neurotypical" 
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means – but we just feel really strongly that you need to be able to study for 
who you are as a person. And a lot of bar prep was designed for a very specific 
single learner – someone who can sit still for hours, somebody who can 
memorize being lectured at, somebody who can follow linear curriculum, 
motivate yourself, not get bogged down. But turns out that's really not most 
people. And it's definitely not everyone who takes the bar exam, and it's not 
everyone who struggles with the bar exam, for sure. So, when we decided to 
build a tool, one of our core mission statements, I guess, was: Can we build a 
tool for the ADHD and other forms of neuro diversity in mind? Not as an 
afterthought, not like, "Oh, we can do extended time. If you have ADHD or 
something like that, you get 35 minutes instead of 20 minutes." That's not the 
idea. It's not an accommodation; it's how the tool works and the idea that the 
tool can be adapted to who you are and what you need. And I think it's really 
cool. I think the features that we built for neurodivergent learners are really 
tools that help everyone. And I think that's kind of the mind-blowing part. 

 
Alison Monahan:  And I think in the course of diving into this, both of us were kind of like, "Huh, 

again, what is neurotypical?" Or as I had a therapist who used to say, "What is 
'normal'? Can we just use a different word?" 

 
Lee Burgess:  I know. 
 
Alison Monahan:  I actually have an ADHD diagnosis now; you've had some family stuff go on with 

dyslexia. So, you start to realize, "Maybe the reason that I talk to so many 
people who think they have ADHD or know they have ADHD is because I have 
ADHD, and the way that I put this together actually does work for you, but I 
never realized that was why." 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. 
 
Alison Monahan:  But I think this actually just works better for everyone in a lot of ways. But like 

you said earlier, it's how our brains work. And so, if we work with that instead of 
against that – the classic cliche – the rising tide is going to lift all the boats. I 
don't know, I think there's something to it. 

 
Lee Burgess:  And honestly, all of our working memory gets overloaded. And if you really think 

about this stuff when you read about it, and then you're aware of your brain 
during the day... I'll use an example of working on writing NextGen practice 
questions on an airplane. So, I was happily working on NextGen questions on an 
airplane, because it was just spring break, and I was not getting interrupted 
because it was sleepy time in the U.S. No, we aren't talking. I'm not talking to 
anybody. It's like white noise, nobody's bothering me. And every time a member 
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of my family would come over to ask me for something – and everyone can 
guess how many times that happens – I would completely lose where I was. It 
was one of the most extreme examples of task shifting and working memory 
overload and all of the things that we've been studying, because I was getting 
interrupted and then I would have to go back and find my spot, and if I hadn't 
taken notes and I didn't have scaffolding to remind myself what I was doing – 
and I was doing some pretty sophisticated work that required a lot of tracking – 
I was getting so frustrated. And it was a great reminder to myself that I had to 
put in some scaffolding because I could not demand that my family stop 
interrupting me. I mean, I could try, but it wouldn't work. I've tried it before, it 
never works. But then when I did some of my own scaffolding, when it would 
happen, I wasn't losing as much time. So again, it's just this example that these 
are really just ways to think about how our brains function in the world, and you 
start to learn about what works for you and you can start to implement it in all 
different parts of your life. And that's pretty cool too. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah, I totally agree. I have the same thing – I'll be really deep down the rabbit 

hole of something and then somebody knocks on the door, or a text message 
comes in that I look at, and then suddenly I'm like, whoop! out of the rabbit 
hole, and then I'm responding, then I come back and I sit back down five 
minutes later I'm like, "What was I even thinking about or doing?" And I have to 
retrace those pathways of like, "Oh right, this is what I was doing." So, thinking 
about how we learn and really setting yourself up during bar prep for success is 
so important. One of the things we haven't talked about, which I think is cool, 
which I know you're into, is this kind of metacognitive idea. So, metacognition is 
thinking about thinking, or thinking about learning. And, oh my God, I'm literally 
getting text messages right now. They're very distracting. In real time, I'm 
actually getting text messages. Anyway, as we were saying, real life here with 
us. So yeah, this metacognition is thinking about thinking, and so one of the 
things we've done in the tool that I think is cool is, on a lot of the questions we'll 
have something like, "Before you answer, ask yourself..." This was kind of a key 
insight for me, is like, we don't really teach people how to do this. So, if you're 
struggling with a certain type of question, maybe you need to have a prompt, 
basically, to say "Here's what you should be thinking about." And you might 
need that for a while, and then eventually you start thinking about it on your 
own. That's been added. And they've sometimes made me think, "Oh, that's a 
really good question. How would I answer that?" And it makes me think about 
how you're thinking. 

 
Lee Burgess:  And I think what's interesting is that some of these things we have all been 

doing. It's like, you'll recognize things. So, when I first started law school and I 
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was doing legal research and writing assignments, one of the things I would 
always do is ask myself, "What is the point of this case?"  

 
Alison Monahan:  "Why did we read this case?" 
 
Lee Burgess:  "Why did we read this case?" And I would write at the top of the printed out 

case or whatever, why the case was included in the casebook, or if it was 
included in the packet for my closed universe assignment, or if it was included in 
my open universe assignment and I thought it was important enough to talk 
about. But it's interesting because you learn about this stuff. You're like, "Oh, I 
did that." 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah. 
 
Lee Burgess:  But I never thought of applying that sort of a tool to my bar prep. I think that is 

what is interesting about really looking at the science and approaching bar prep 
in a different way, is, these are things that we probably have done in our lives, 
we just didn't think to do it in this context. 

  
Alison Monahan:  And I think even something as simple... I mean, I also, in addition to having been 

a programmer, also have a design background. And that turns out to be really 
important in terms of cognitive load. So, how long are the paragraphs? How 
much white space is it? Are there visual anchors? Are things bolded? It's not 
actually just cosmetic, and I am a very, very, very particular person about UI. 
Anyone who knows me will say this. And there are things that drive me bonkers. 
And so for me, one of the really critical things here was that this be very clean, 
based on research about how attention and processing actually work. And I 
have made it so that it doesn't drive me crazy. And I hope that it helps other 
people also not be driven to distraction by terrible UI choices. 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah, it's very Zen. It's a very Zen place to hang out. 
 
Alison Monahan:  That's the goal. 
 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. 
 
Alison Monahan:  That is the goal. It is very Zen. But yeah, as you know, Lee, I will see things 

where you're like, "How did you even notice that?" 
 
Lee Burgess:  I know, it's wild. Like when we first started working together, we were doing a 

PowerPoint or something and I'd send her a deck and it would come back with 
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all these changes and I'm like, "I didn't even notice half of those, but it looks 
great. It looks great." 

 
Alison Monahan:  I'm like, "Number one, it should never have more than three bullet points. We 

need to remove 90% of this." 
 
Lee Burgess:  I was like, "Cool, cool. Cool, cool." We've also done some cool study mode 

features. So we've got this core scaffolding, but we've included energy check-ins 
to ask yourself how you're feeling, recommendations for movement break 
reminders, session time limits. We really don't want you to do more than 20 to 
25 minutes per session, because we know there are diminishing returns after 
that. So, we're helping you by creating that, again, scaffolding for you so you 
don't have to manage that time yourself. And we're going to mix up the 
subjects. You can study a single subject, you can mix topics in any session. And it 
turns out that mixing up topics actually can help you retain and move things into 
long-term memory. It's called "interleaving." So, the science is there, so we've 
built in that. So again, you don't have to think about it, the tool itself is doing 
that. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah. So, you're going to hear probably all these things ad nauseum as we get 

really dorky about them. And I do think it's this interesting thing where some 
things feel harder, but actually get you closer to the end result. I think 
Interleaving is one of those where I was a little surprised, but when I looked into 
it I was like, "Nope, there it is. This is correct. This is what people should be 
doing." 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. And you're not just learning the law, you're also going to start applying it 

to these different types of questions, to these NextGen style multiple-choice 
questions. We included something cool with the multiple-choice questions, it's a 
confidence calibration feature. This is something we've been talking to students 
about back in the MBE days for as long as I can remember. But you can track 
whether or not you are sure or unsure or guessing on a question, so you can 
start to get that real time feedback of, "Was I sure I got it right and I got it 
wrong?" Well, that's important to recognize, right? You can even get some data 
about how your accuracy is broken down by confidence level. We used to have 
people do this on paper, and it's a very different thing to have the computer 
track that. So, these are the cool things that we've been able to implement – 
things that we've been having students do for so long, but we're making it 
easier and just part of the process.  

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah, and the same if you finish a practice multiple choice. We used to have 

people write down rules that they missed or look up in the outline what the rule 
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was. Well, now you can just click a link, because it's just going to take you right 
back into the scaffolding RAMP and you can be like, "Okay cool. I definitely did 
not know that rule or I got that rule wrong. Let me do a couple of practice 
questions, look at the rule statement, look at the learning objective. Great, 
okay, I understand that now." That's the loop we're trying to create of like, it's 
very, very easy to get real time or close to real time feedback on how you're 
doing and get just right back into it when your brain is interested, it has just 
missed a question. It's like, "I don't remember that rule, let me learn it right 
now." 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yep, exactly. So, it takes a lot of the guesswork out. And I think that anyone who 

has struggled with bar prep has had a moment where they've just looked at the 
pile of materials or opened their prep program and just been like, "I don't know. 
Where do I start? I'm behind on everything." 

 
Alison Monahan:  "I'm already behind schedule." 
 
Lee Burgess:  "I'm already behind schedule." 
 
Alison Monahan:  "What do I do?" 
 
Lee Burgess:  "What do I do? And I'm missing all these real property questions. How am I 

supposed to be studying real property?" So we just basically said, fine, we will 
just build a tool, so you open it up and there's no question about where you 
should be spending your time. And the tool's going to say, "You're struggling 
with real property. Go back and click this link", and it's going to take you back to 
do real property questions and to suggest that you use that scaffolding and to 
make sure that you are going back to create that foundation. You don't have to 
do that. And that, again, frees up the cognitive load. And for the ADHD brain, 
that uncertainty of, "What am I supposed to do next?" is just paralyzing for so 
many people. And I think the idea that this tool is going to help point you in a 
direction and help you manage that is going to reduce stress, because it also 
turns out that when we're stressed, we also can't learn.  

 
Alison Monahan:  No, I think this idea that you could just basically show up, pick a pathway and it's 

going to be productive, would be a real game changer. 
 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. So I guess we're psyched about it. I mean, it's been months of our lives. 
 
Alison Monahan:  No put intended. 
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Lee Burgess:  Oh, ha ha ha. That's true. That's how deep I am into this. I didn't even get my 
pun. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah, no, we've been really deep in the weeds on this one, but we're coming 

out, we're ready to put it out in the world. We're excited to have people take a 
look at it. As we mentioned in the beginning, you can try it totally free. We don't 
even want your credit card, you can literally just go sign up. We're going to give 
you the entire Business Associations module – the scaffolding, learning, the 
practice, all of it. Ideally, you can go through this and actually learn what you 
need to know in this topic and be comfortable with it. That is our goal here. So if 
you take this and do that, we are happy. 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah, and we just love to hear what you think. So, if you test it out and you're 

like, "Yeah, I learned all these rules and I did it in 20, 25-minute chunks. I've 
never studied before and this was amazing" – send us a note. If you didn't learn 
anything, that's also cool. You should send us a note about that too. But I think 
you might find that you're going to learn some stuff, because we've been testing 
this. I was testing it just this morning, and your recall does get better over time. 
That's just the way that it is. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah. No, there are definitely things that I was like, "I have never even heard of 

this in my life." And like a week later I'm like, "Oh yeah, I remember that." So, go 
to BarExamToolbox.com/ramp. You can sign up for free. And yeah, let us know 
what you think. We're pretty psyched to put it out there in the world. 

 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah. We've got more stuff on the NextGen coming, don't worry. 
 
Alison Monahan:  Woo!  
 
Lee Burgess:  We have lots more to say. After spending all of this time deep in the weeds, 

we're going to talk about scheduling your time, we're going to talk about what 
we've learned about the questions, because we've been writing questions, and 
it turns out that when you do that, you learn a lot. 

 
Alison Monahan:  We haven't even touched on that whole aspect of things. We'll get into that 

later. 
 
Lee Burgess:  Yeah, exactly. So stay tuned, we're going to be here talking a lot about the 

NextGen. And if you are in law school and you're listening to this and you're like, 
"NextGen, I don't have to worry about that" – double-check, because it is 
coming to a bar near you really quickly, and it's probably in more jurisdictions 

https://barexamtoolbox.com/ramp
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than you're aware. So, make sure that you realize if you need to be working on 
this stuff earlier than you may think. 

 
Alison Monahan:  Yeah, and there's no downside. You can even try it out for your law school class. 

Maybe we'll do that next. Who knows? Crazy times! 
 
Lee Burgess: Crazy times! 
 
Alison Monahan:  Anyway, everybody, you can check out BarExamToolbox.com/ramp and get the 

free module, and let us know what you think. 
 

Lee Burgess: If you enjoyed this episode of the Law School Toolbox podcast, please take a 
second to leave a review and rating on your favorite listening app. We'd really 
appreciate it. And be sure to subscribe so you don't miss anything. If you have 
any questions or comments, please don't hesitate to reach out to myself or 
Alison at lee@lawschooltoolbox.com or alison@lawschooltoolbox.com. Or you 
can always contact us via our website contact form at LawSchoolToolBox.com. 
Thanks for listening, and we'll talk soon! 

 

 

RESOURCES: 
 
https://barexamtoolbox.com/ramp 
Podcast Episode 369: Using Spaced Repetition for Your Law School and Bar Exam Studies (w/Gabriel 
Teninbaum) 
Podcast Episode 554: How We're Thinking About NextGen Prep Differently (Plus, Try Our New Tool for 
Free) 
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